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Introduction

Hello and thank you for downloading “91 Common Everyday Items that Bring Huge 
Profits on eBay!”

My name's Scott Foster and I publish an online ezine called the Niche News Journal 
where I write about various ways to make money both online and off.   One of the 
ways that I make money is with eBay.   I've been selling on eBay for 6 years now and 
it has proved to be a great source for earning extra income – extra income that 
anyone with a little initiative can tap into.   

But, not a day goes by that one of my ezine subscribers doesn't ask me, “Where can I 
find hot items to sell on eBay?”  In answer to that question I've often advised people 
to take a look around their own homes and see what products they can find that 
might sell well on eBay.  

But, how do you know if something is worth listing or not?   By researching completed 
auctions, of course.   And that's exactly what I've done for you in this ebook.

In “91 Common Everyday Items that Bring Huge Profits on eBay!”  I have already 
done all the hours and hours of research and compiled a list of common every day 
items that are hot sellers on eBay.  

These are not items that are rare or even particularly hard to find – in fact you may 
even find that you have some of these little treasures laying around in your attic, 
garage, basement or storage room.   But, even if you don't have any of these items in 
your home, these are items that commonly show up at yard sales, rummage sales, 
thrift shops, estate sales and even book sales.      

Now you'll know exactly what to be on the lookout for so when you come across one 
of these little-known treasures you can pick it up for a song and resell it on eBay for a 
high profit.       

I suggest you print out this report, put it in a 3-ring binder and keep it in your car so 
you'll have it with you in your travels.  

Ok, let's get started...

Please Note:  I'll be updating this report regularly – in fact, even as I write 
this I'm already doing research on several hot new niches.  If you want me 
to send these to you make sure I have your good email address – Click here 
to sign up for the update list:    http://www.overlookedtreasure.com/



Cast Iron Skillets (Griswold and Wagner)

These old heavy things are selling like crazy on eBay.  Some for HUNDREDS of dollars 
a piece!   I know I have a few of these tossed around the kitchen. Most of what I 
have, I picked up at those little yard sales down the street! If you have cast iron 
skillets that are Griswold and Wagner, you can place these items as one of the little 
known profitable items on your list!   The larger the skillet the better the price it will 
bring.  Condition is a big factor but if you find a skillet with a lot of rust you can 
usually clean it up and bring it back to salable condition.    



Cake Decorating Books

Cake Decorating is huge and just about anything to do with cake decorating will sell 
on eBay.   I know I have a couple of these lying around.  Wilton cake decorating 
books are among the most profitable of these guides and books in lots of 5 or more 
do particularly well. Keep your eye out for these highly valuable items at your local 
thrift store or yard sales and make a nice profit!



Two Color Golf Balls

Several years Karsten, a manufacturer of golfing equipment, started producing 2-Color 
golf balls for Ping.  The balls were manufactured until 1997 when Karsten closed their 
golf ball manufacturing facility to concentrate on their more lucrative golf club making 
operation.  Today those 2-color balls are highly valued by collectors.  Golf balls with 
gold, silver, wine or black  are worth the most.  Yellow, orange, white, and blue are 
more common and will only bring a few dollars. 

These 2-color golf balls can still occasionally be found at golf pro shops but your best 
bet is at thrift shops and yard sales.    

Here's a site that lists the approximate value of each color:

http://www.pingballs.com/colors.htm



Dealer Manuals for Vehicles (not Chilton or Haynes)

Dealer Manuals for vehicles are hot items on eBay.   These are the large manuals 
published by the manufacturer NOT Chilton or Haynes.  I could not believe that 
these old things are worth so much money! Just a stack of old manuals I was about to 
throw away – some are going for almost $300.00 a piece on eBay.



Genealogy Books

Those old genealogy books I picked up a few years ago at an old rummage sale are 
worth HUNDREDS on eBay! I ran across these while doing my spring cleaning, 
deciding to do a little research on them, and quickly unpacked them from the boxes I 
had waiting to be thrown out! It's true what they say about one person’s trash being 
another person’s treasure! 



Time Life Book Series
by James Jones

(note:  Thanks to James Jones for allowing me to reprint his article about Time-Life 
Books)

Over the years Time Life has published over 175 book series.  However, only a handful 
have enough value to make them worth buying for resell.       

Below are the sets that are worth buying.    Remember when dealing with sets that 
the postage will be significant.  Be sure to use calculated shipping when selling and 
add on a little something extra for the effort.   Partial sets are OK to buy IF you know 
for sure that you can buy the missing books from another seller for a price that still 
leaves a comfortable profit OR if you have seen partial sets sell in the past.  Also, a 
complete series with a missing index book is normally OK.

Here are the 15 sets that are worth buying and how much you can expect to get on 
eBay:

Australians at War  (16 Vol)  
$200.00 + for the full set.   Some individual books in the series sell but you are better 
off listing the entire set.   A partial set will sell but at a discounts.  The most desired 
books in the series are 

 The Australian Light Horse
 Australians At War Western Front 1917-1918 
 North Africa 1940-1942

The Civil War (28 Vol)
$150.00+ for the full set.  The Civil War series was one of the more successful series 
by Time-Life   BUT make sure you buy the correct series since Time-Life also 
published 5 or 6 other series of books about the Civil War (Voices of the Civil War, 
Collector's Library of the Civil War, Shelby Foote's Civil War, etc.)   The one you want 
can be easily recognized by the gray, puffy leather covers. 

World War II (39 Volumes)
$225.00+ for the full set. Prices drop significantly for partial sets.  This is one of the 
longest and most popular sets by Time-Life.  Don't confuse this set with the less 
desirable The Collector's Library of World War II.  Also, a collection in mint condition 
will sell for a premium.  One set that was unopened recently sold for $511.00



The Old West (26 Vol +Index)
$175.00+ for the full set with index.  $150.00+ for full set without index.  There have 
been several different editions of this series published.   Make sure you buy a matched 
set because there are some differences in the covers.  The original edition was 
published between 1973 and 1978.  Subsequent editions were published in 1990's. 
I've not seen any of the newer editions selling in eBay so it is doubtful they will bring 
the same price as the orginal.

The Third Reich (21 Vol)
$150.00+ for the full series.   This is another World War II Time Life series but this 
one is focused exclusively on Germany and the Nazis.  This was originally scheduled to 
be a 21 volume set but the last two volumes (Empires in the East and Homeland 
Beseiged) were never published.  

The Enchanted World (21 Vol)
$100.00+ for full set.  This is a very popular series that deals with popular mythology. 
Each book is devoted to a specific aspect of mythology.  

The Good Cook (28 Vol)  
$150.00+ for full set.   This series was published in 1979 and contains a complete 
explanation about the subject of the book, step by step techniques and recipes. 
Partial sets and individual books do not sell well.

The Seafarers (22 Vol)
$100.00+ for the full set.  Each volume in this series is bound in navy-blue leather and 
features a photo  on the cover just under the title, which is written in gold.

Timeframe (25 Vol) 
$100.00+ for the full set.  Each volume details the major events that happened in one 
specific time period in one specific region.

Vietnam Experience (25 Vol)
$100.00+ for the full set.    There is another set with the same title that contains 37 
volumes.  Not sure if these are worth buying or not.  

Foods of the World (27 Vol)
$140.00+ for full set.  Each volume represents the cooking techniques and styles used 
in one specific region.   Each book also has a separate recipe binder.  As near as I can 
tell there are 27 books, 27 recipe binders and 3 supplements that include a Kitchen 
Guide and Index Guide.   Thea's a total of 57 books but I have yet to see an auction 
with all the supplements.   As long as you have all 27 books with corresponding 27 
recipe binders you should get top dollar. 



Mysteries of the Unknown (33 Vol)
$140.00+ for full sets.  There have been several re-printings of these volumes but the 
originals were all printed before 1993 so you can tell by the date whether or not a 
book is an original.   Only buy the originals books.

Library of Curious and Unusual Facts (18 Vol)
$75.00+ for full sets.

Myths And Mankind (20 Vol)
$200.00+ for full sets.  This is a fairly recent series that is really gaining in popularity. 
There are UK and US published version.  Either one should command top dollar on 
eBay but make sure you don't mix sets.

The Art of Woodworking (25 Vol)
$125.00+ for full sets.   Each volume details specific tools, skills, or techniques used to 
work with wood or specific things to build out of wood.  

Reference:  See Leggman's Time-Life Library for more info about all Time-
Life book series http://www.volumelists.com/

http://www.volumelists.com/


Cheerleader Outfits

Cheerleader Outfits?  I'll leave it to you imagination why these would be such a 
popular item.



Square Dancing Accessories

Just about anything to do with Square Dancing seems to sell well on eBay including 
skirts, blouses, complete outfits and even belt buckles.  



8 Track Tape Players

Out with the old, in with the new! WAIT! Retro is back! Have some old 8 track tape 
players stored away? I bet you have caught a few good deals at garage sales for these 
big, bulky items of the past, haven’t you? Did you know that these products are selling 
like hotcakes on eBay? YES, that’s right! Some for hundreds of dollars a PIECE! Most 
people have at least one old 8 track tape player that they could not bear to throw out, 
I know I do! Yet another high number item on eBay!  



Cross Stitch Patterns

Cross Stitch Patterns!  These old leaflets collecting dust in storage are actually worth 
quite a bit of money among consumers on eBay! Especially if you sell them in lots! 



Springbok Jigsaw Puzzles

I picked up several of these at a local garage sale when I got on a jigsaw puzzle kick. 
I think I paid about $1.00 a piece for them. I was just messing around on eBay and 
noticed that ONE is selling for well over $100.00!   

The ones you want to be on the lookout for are the older puzzles published in the 60's 
and 70's.  You can recognize these by the boxes which are round or octagonal.  Most 
of the others have little or no value.  

This is definitely an item to put on your list of highly profitable, little known items! 
 



Hewlett Packard Calculators

Working HP calculators are always in high demand on eBay.  I found two HP 12c 
calculators at a  yard sale for $5.00 each.  I put one up on eBay and it went for over 
$30.00.  (The other I kept for myself. )



Magazines

Niche oriented magazines, even those published in the past 25 years, can bring some 
nice prices on eBay.    Here are some examples of several niche magazines that do 
well – especially when listed in lots.

BMX Action Magazine

Easy Rider Magazine



Just about any craft type magazine will sell well.   Note:  I've excluded the 
Woodworking magazines from the search below and listed them separately on the 
next page because they are particularly profitable.  You can see from the search 
image below that all kinds of craft magazines sell well.  



You can find magazines at just about any yard sale -- usually in a box with a price of 
$1.00 each.  If you find some that could potentially be profitable offer the seller 25 – 
50 cents each.  And if you don't see any magazines out – Ask!  Many yard sellers don't 
even think to put out their old magazines.  Ask if they have any magazines devoted to 
a specific hobby or craft.  

Below are 45 more magazines that are worth picking up – especially if you can get 
them for 25 or 50 cents each.    If you can get an entire series run or the first issue of 
any of these magazines then you can comfortable pay more.   Just use your own 
judgment and if possible do some research before spending more then a few dollars 
for magazines where you are not absolutely sure of the value.

 Nintendo Power Magazine 
 Treasure Magazine
 Street Chopper Magazine 
 The Dragon Magazine 
 Wooden Boat Magazine 
 Motor Cycle Magazine 



 Star Trek:The Magazine
 '16' Magazine (60's Early 70's Only)
 Fine Homebuilding Magazine
 Countryside
 Esquire Magazine (60's Only)
 NEST Magazine 
 Threads Magazine 
 Teen Pin Up Magazine 
 Dice Magazine 
 Lord of The Rings Fan Magazine
 Hali Magazines 
 On Track Magazines 
 Out Magazine 
 Fine Homebuilding Magazine 
 American Bungalow Magazine
 Chocolatier Magazine
 Bonsai Today Magazine
 Aperture Magazine
 Foxfire Magazine
 Freestylin' Magazine 
 23 Vintage 'Fave' Magazines 
 The Puller Magazine
 Backwoods Home
 Mother Earth News
 Reminiscence Magazine
 Victoria Magazine
 Saveur Magazine
 Fine Cooking Magazine
 North American Whitetail Magazine
 Flair Magazine
 Rolling Stones Magazine (80s or earlier)
 Aperture Magazines
 Fine Scale Modeler Magazine 
 Computer Gaming World (80s or earlier)
 WWF / WCW Magazines
 Air Enthusiast
 Fangoria Horror Magazine Rare Issues 
 Smallville magazine 
 Mini Bike Guide Magazine 

Most of the magazines above are from no earlier then the 60s.  However, just about 
any magazine from 50's or earlier will sell on eBay especially if you have several listed 
in a Lot.  



Old Bamboo Fishing Rods

Old bamboo fishing rods are sought after by collectors.  Look for rods that are in good 
shape.  If they are still in the original box they will sell for a premium.  



Vintage Rotary Phones

Remember when everyone ran out and bought those new push button phones? Ever 
wondered what happened to those vintage rotary phones? They're collecting dust in 
someone's attic or basement.  Take a look at how much these old phones are bring on 
eBay:



Slide Rulers

Slide Rulers are really HOT on eBay right now. These old calculating devices are prized 
by collectors.
 



FM Converters

Are you old enough to remember FM radio converters?  They were used in cars that 
only had factory installed AM radios.   You tuned your radio to a certain AM station 
and the converter would broadcast the FM stations. 

Well, today these old  FM radio converters are valued by people who drive restored 
classic cars.   They want their car to be in original condition with the factory installed 
AM radio.  But, they still want to listen to FM radio so they buy these old converters 
which allow them to have their cake and eat it too...



Vintage Ham Radios

You have to add these nifty little characters to your list of profitable items. Shoot! I 
never would have thought that you could have gotten ANYTHING for them, but eBay 
buyers are lurking closely after auctions selling these old ham radios. It's not your 
everyday product, but if you run across one of these things you could potentially make 
hundreds of dollars on eBay.



Metal Detectors

I had a couple of these old things in the corner of my garage. I happen to check out 
eBay and discovered the prices that people were paying!  There are some that are in 
higher demand than others, but the earning potential on these bad boys are 
OUTRAGEOUS! Add this to the list for things that sell quick and high that many do not 
know about.   



My Little Pony

 Vintage ponies, accessories – ALL of it! Collectors are seeking out these marvelous 
little toys to add to their collections and reclaim their youth.  So, instead of sitting on 
that massive collection, throw them on eBay and make some profits! 



Vintage Reel To Reel Tape Players

These old, bulky tape players are going for good money on eBay.  I bought one of 
these at a storage bin auction for $10.00.  Can you believe some sell for over 
$1,000.00?   This is another great undiscovered treasure that many people 
desperately seek and are willing to pay A LOT of money for!  
  



Rich Dad Poor Dad Books

Rich Dad Poor Dad books are still very popular and you can many times find them at 
garage or rummage sales for 50 cents or $1.00 each.   List them in lots of several 
books on eBay and you will do quite well.



Singer Featherweight Sewing Machine 301/301a

Most old sewing machine are surprisingly worth very little on eBay.  I guess that's why 
I see one at just about every yard sale or thrift shop I go to.  The one exception is the 
Singer Featherweight models.  They are prized for their portability.  You can 
sometimes find these at yard sales for under $20.00.  They'll bring $100.00 or more 
on eBay.    (make sure it works before you buy it!) 



Used SLR Cameras

You can sometimes find a whole boxes of old camera equipment at yard sales.  Be on 
the look out for 35 mm SLR Cameras.   Brands to look for are Cannon, Minolta,  Nikon, 
Olympus.  Cameras with the owners manual for sell for higher prices on eBay.



Polaroid SX-70 Land Camera

Old Polaroid Land cameras are also highly sought after by collectors.   



Vitamix Blender

These little baby's can be picked up at yard sales for $15.00 -- $25.00 and will sell for 
hundreds on eBay.  Make sure you test them out before buying.   If you can get the 
original box and user manual all the better. 



Weight Watchers Books

Here's another book that sells well in lots.  Pick these up at yard sales for 25 to 50 
cents each then sell in lots of 5 or more on eBay for $20.00 or more.



Sears Christmas Wishbook

Wow, this brings back the memories!  Who would have known that these Christmas 
toy catalogs would emerge as a hot collectible on eBay? I certainly didn’t. These little 
catalogs move quick and hard on eBay -- if you're sitting on some copies of these 
catalogs from your youth – take a dab at posting them on eBay! 


